SITE INFORMATION SHEET TEMPLATE 
(Version: March 2024)

in support of a formal proposal to nominate a site for inclusion 
in the IOSEA Marine Turtle Site Network

The completed Information Sheet is intended to be submitted to the IOSEA Secretariat, through the national IOSEA Focal Point.  As the contents will serve as the primary basis for evaluation of site nominations, responses should be as comprehensive as possible.  
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1. Date of submission (DD/MM/YYYY):  

The date on which the Site Information Sheet was completed.

2. Name and address of compiler(s), if not the IOSEA Focal Point
Name and contact information (including affiliation) for the individual(s) who prepared this information sheet, for formal submission through the national IOSEA Focal Point.

	Name:
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	Functional Title:  
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	Organization:
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	Address: 
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	Email:
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3. Country: The name of the country in which the site is located.
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4. Name of site:  The name of the site (alternative names should be given in brackets). 
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	,
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5. Geographical coordinates 
The geographical coordinates (latitude and longitude) of the approximate centre of the site, expressed in ‘decimal degrees’. For example, the location of the IOSEA Secretariat in Bangkok is 13.763483°, 100.508157°. If the site consists of two or more discrete units, the coordinates of the centres of each of these units should be given.  (Add any additional coordinates in a separate annex.)


Decimal Degrees   

      
6. General location
Describe the general location of the site. This should include the site's distance (in a straight line) and compass bearing from the nearest significant administrative centre, town or city. The human population of the listed centre and its administrative region should also be stated. (See also the information requested under point 24: Site Map)
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In the remainder of this document, the codes that appear in square brackets alongside each of the titles below refer to sections of a separate document describing the evaluation criteria, which will be informed by the proponents’ submission.  Proponents are encouraged to consult the Evaluation Criteria document [footnoteRef:1] for more explanation of the rationale behind each criterion and of the detailed information to be used for evaluation purposes. [1:  LINK to be inserted here] 

7. Area [N3]
Indicate the approximate, with justification, proportion of turtle habitat area of the management unit(s), or if Mus are not known then present justification based on the species in the sub-region.  Area should correspond to the map provided under point 24.)

	Score
	Description
	Justification

	1
	The site comprises less than one-third of the estimated nesting habitat area for a marine turtle management unit, or MU is not known, for the species in the sub-region.
	

	2
	The site comprises one to two-thirds of the estimated nesting habitat area for a marine turtle management unit, or MU is not known, for the species in the sub-region OR less than one-third of the estimated nesting habitat area for more than one species.
	

	3
	The site encompasses more than two-thirds of the estimated nesting area for a marine turtle management unit, or MU is not known, for the species in the sub-region.
	



8. Representativeness and replication [N1]
Describe the principal physical characteristics of the site, including the marine turtle habitat types occurring at the site.  List the ecosystem types included in the site (nesting beach, foraging habitat, reproductive habitat, migratory habitat) and the approximate area in hectares (or km2) of each habitat type included. Indicate whether the site’s physical attributes are shared by other sites in the country, or are exceptional/unique. This should highlight the national and sub-region (physical) significance of the site.
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9. Ecological resources [EB1- 4, S5, N1, N2]
Describe the ecological significance at the site, including marine turtles and other noteworthy biodiversity.  Describe the marine turtle species / management units occurring at the site, if they are known.  Where possible, provide an estimate abundance for each marine turtle species/management unit (e.g. in terms of average number of turtles nesting annually or foraging), including ecological connectivity with other sites (see N2.  Evaluation Criteria EB1a and EB1b offer guidance on how to describe the relative importance of a site frequented by one or more marine turtle species.  Indicate whether the site’s ecological resources are shared by other sites in the country or are exceptional/unique. This should highlight the national and sub-regional (ecological) significance of the site.

	Describe the monitoring of marine turtles at the site

	

	Describe what is known about marine turtles at the site relative to management units or the sub-region

	

	

	Does the site contain an index nesting site
	Yes:No

	Describe


	How long has monitoring occurred at the site
	Years

	Describe: is it standardized, annual, published etc


	Are any population trend data available for marine turtles at the site
	Yes:No

	Describe





	EB1a Turtle abundance (nesting within the site boundary) and EB2 Species

	Summarise the importance of nesting turtles at the site (e.g. species, monitoring, indicate whether management units described, describe any connections e.g. through tag returns or telemetry)

	

	Describe the estimated abundance of nesting turtles at the site? And what is the estimated proportion of nesting at the site in relation to the remainder of the management unit or, if not known, the sub-region.

	



	EB1b Turtle abundance (at foraging sites) and EB2 Species

	Summarise the importance of the site for foraging turtles (e.g. species, monitoring, indicate the types of data available for foraging turtles, describe any connections e.g. through tag returns or telemetry)

	

	Describe the estimated abundance of nesting turtles at the site? 

	Sporadic foraging only
	Justification:

	Moderately important
	Justification:

	Very important
	Justification:



10. Social-Cultural importance [S1] 
Describe the cultural / religious / spiritual importance of the site (e.g. in terms of historical associations, spiritual traditions, religious significance etc.), as well as non-consumptive traditional beliefs/practices, in relation to marine turtles.  If possible, provide references to published/unpublished historical or other accounts, which may give an indication of relative importance in a national  and regional context. 
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11. Jurisdiction [G1]
The name of the government authority with: (a) territorial jurisdiction over the site, e.g. state/province, region or municipality etc.; and the name/description of the authority with (b) functional jurisdiction for conservation purposes, e.g., Department of Environment, Department of Fisheries, traditional owners, etc.

	






12. Management authority [G1]
Name, address and contact details of the body responsible for the direct local conservation and management of the site.

	






13. Management Framework [G1, S3]
Describe the management framework at the site. In particular, describe any applicable legislation / regulations (or traditional laws / norms) relevant to the protection / conservation of marine turtles and their habitats at this site, and comment on their effectiveness. Plus indicate how designation could be an essential driver for an appropriate management framework to be put in place.
	




14. Current protected status [G1, S4]

Mention any other nationally relevant protected area status, and highlight any international conservation designations and, in the case of transboundary sites, bilateral or multilateral conservation measures which pertain to all or part of the site.  If a protected area or reserve has been established (at a national/regional level), give the date of its establishment and size. If only a part of the site is included within a protected area, the area of marine turtle habitat that is protected should be noted.  Include details of how any incompatible human activities and/or uses of land and sea at the site are prohibited or mitigated.

International designations may include sites listed under the UNESCO/World Heritage Convention, Man and Biosphere Reserve Network, Ramsar Convention, other site conservation networks, etc. Where appropriate, list the IUCN (1994) protected areas management category(ies) that apply to the site.
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15. Land/sea tenure/ownership [G1]
Provide details of ownership of the site and ownership of immediate surrounding areas (e.g., state, provincial, private, etc.) which may have a bearing on the conservation of the site. Describe any local or customary law relevant to the land / sea tenure, and explain any terms that have a special meaning in the country or region concerned.
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16. Compatible activities within the vicinity of the site [S2]                                
Describe, in general terms, the principal social and economic values of the site, including human activities and land uses (past, current and planned) within the vicinity of the site (e.g., agriculture, fishing, resource extraction, grazing, water supply, urban/industrial development, tourism, outdoor recreation, education and scientific research),  irrespective of whether or not they are considered to directly impact the conservation of marine turtles. Some indication of the relative importance of each form of land use should be given, whenever possible. Include a description of the perceived ancillary benefits as a consequence of the sites’ inclusion in the Site Network.
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17. Factors adversely affecting the site’s overall ecological character, as well as threats to marine turtles and their habitat at the site [S2]
Describe the human and natural factors negatively affecting the ecological character of the site, both within and in the vicinity of the site (this could include both inside and/or outside the national jurisdictions). These may include existing, new or changing activities/uses, major development projects etc., which have had, are having, or may have a detrimental effect on the natural ecological character of the site. For all adverse and change factors reported, supply measurable/quantifiable information (or estimates if such data exist), as well as information on the scale, extent and trend of the change factor and its impact.  For example, describe in terms of the percentage of coastline (or other area) modified/affected by a particular threat; for egg collection, describe where known the number of nests, per species, per year.  Mention also data-deficient threats, where a threat is known to be present but is not yet quantified.  Collectively, this information should provide a basis for monitoring of ecological character of the site.  
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18. Conservation and management interventions taken [G2]
Describe conservation and management interventions already taken at the site to address threats. Any application of coastal and marine spatial planning, or integrated coastal/marine zone management planning, involving or affecting the site should be noted.

Describe the management planning process for the site, including the state of implementation of any management plan that has been developed and approved for the site.  Describe any other conservation measures taken at the site, such as restrictions on development, management practices beneficial to wildlife, closures of hunting, etc. (Note that information on any monitoring schemes and survey methods should be given under point 19, below.) 
		
Where applicable, describe the involvement of local communities and indigenous people in the participatory management of the site, including co-management activities, surveillance and enforcement, and performance evaluation.
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19. Conservation interventions proposed, but not yet implemented [EB3, G1, G2]  
Describe how potential interventions could enhance the ancillary benefits of the site. Provide details of any concrete conservation measures that have been proposed, or are in preparation, for the site, including any proposals for legislation, protection and management. Summarize the history of any longstanding proposals that have not yet been implemented, and differentiate between those proposals that have already been officially submitted to the appropriate government authorities and those which have not as yet received formal endorsement, e.g., recommendations in published reports and resolutions from specialist meetings. Also mention any management plan that is in preparation but has not yet been completed, approved or implemented. 
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20. Proposed scientific research and monitoring [EB1-3, G3]  
Describe any proposed scientific research on marine turtles and their habitats, as well as information on any planned special facilities for research.
	Describe proposed new/amended monitoring of marine turtles at the site

	

	Describe key resource or training needs for monitoring at the site

	



21. Current / proposed communication, education, and public awareness activities [S5]
Give details of any existing and/or planned site-based programmes, activities and facilities for communication, education and public awareness, including training.  Comment on potential opportunities for future educational and outreach activities at the site.

	Existing activities:




Planned activities:


22. 
Financial resources available for management of the site and other activities  
Identify human and financial resources (including in-kind contributions) available to support immediate and near-term activities, as well as resources available to sustain site-based activities in the longer-term (e.g. in relation to monitoring, management interventions, surveillance and enforcement, and performance evaluation).
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23. Additional resource needs at the site
Where specific needs are identified (e.g. skilled personnel, specialised training, facilities, field equipment etc.) indicate how marine turtle conservation activities are presently impaired on account of their unavailability (e.g. inability to carry out regular surveys, to conduct certain types of research, to monitor certain parts of the range etc.)   This information may be useful for compiling a general picture of deficiencies and resource needs that could be presented to potential programme sponsors.
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24. References 
List key references relevant to marine turtle records and to the site, including management plans, major scientific reports, and bibliographies.  When a large body of published material on the site is available, only the most important references need be cited, with priority being given to recent literature containing extensive bibliographies. Reprints or copies of the most important literature should be appended whenever possible. Provide website addresses of references where available.
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25. 
Site map  
The most detailed and up-to-date map of the site available should be appended to the Site Information Sheet in digital and/or hardcopy format. The ideal site map will clearly show the area boundaries of the site, scale, latitude, longitude and compass bearing, administrative boundaries (e.g., province, district, etc.), and display basic topographical information, the distribution of the main site habitat types and notable hydrological features. It will also show major landmarks (towns, roads, etc.). Indications of land use activities are especially useful.
If applicable (and available), provide a zoning scheme to indicate areas where certain activities that might be incompatible with turtle conservation are permitted, buffer zones, and areas where such activities are not permitted (i.e. sanctuary areas).

The optimum scale for a map depends on the actual area of the site depicted. Generally the map should have a 1:25,000 or 1:50,000 scale for areas up to 10,000 ha; 1:100,000 scale for larger areas up to 100,000 ha; 1:250,000 for areas exceeding 100,000 ha. In simplest terms, the site should be depicted in some detail. For moderate to larger sites, it is often difficult to show detail on an A4 sheet at the desired scale, so generally a sheet larger than this is more appropriate. While an original map is not absolutely necessary, a very clear image is desirable. A map exhibiting the above attributes will be more suitable for scanning.



