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SITE INFORMATION SHEET TEMPLATE
(Version: March 2024)

in support of a formal proposal to nominate a site for inclusion

in the IOSEA Marine Turtle Site Network

The completed Information Sheet is intended to be submitted to the IOSEA Secretariat, through the national IOSEA
Focal Point. As the contents will serve as the primary basis for evaluation of site nhominations, responses should
be as comprehensive as possible.

1. Date of submission (DD/MM/YYYY):
The date on which the Site Information Sheet was completed.

30/04/2024

2. Name and address of compiler(s), if not the IOSEA Focal Point
Name and contact information (including affiliation) for the individual(s) who prepared this information sheet, for formal
submission through the national IOSEA Focal Point.

Name:

Functional Title:

Organization:

Address:

Email:

Md. Rezaul Karim Chowdhury

Divisional Forest Officer, Chittagong Hill Tract North Forest Division,
Rangamati, Bangladesh

Bangladesh Forest Department, Ministry of Environment Forest and Climate
Change, Government of Bangladesh

Office of the Divisional Forest Officer, Chittagong Hill Tract North Forest
Division, Rangamati, Banorupa, Rangamati, Bangladesh.

Tel./Fax: +88 01711388222

rezaulkarimchowdhury91@hotmail.com

3. Country: The name of the country in which the site is located.

Bangladesh

4. Name of site: The name of the site (alternative names should be given in brackets).

Cox’s Bazar Coast

5. Geographical coordinates
The geographical coordinates (latitude and longitude) of the approximate centre of the site, expressed in ‘decimal
degrees’. For example, the location of the IOSEA Secretariat in Bangkok is 13.763483°, 100.508157°. If the site consists of
two or more discrete units, the coordinates of the centres of each of these units should be given. (Add any additional
coordinates in a separate annex.)

Decimal Degrees

6. General
location

21.683147, 91.859782 20.588382, 92.327658
[at north] " | [at south]

Describe the general location of the site. This should include the site's distance (in a straight line) and compass bearing
from the nearest significant administrative centre, town or city. The human population of the listed centre and its
administrative region should also be stated. (See also the information requested under point 24: Site Map)



The general location of the Cox's Bazar coast, known for its significance as a sea turtle habitat, is situated along
the southeastern shoreline of Bangladesh. Cox's Bazar is approximately 150 kilometers south of the significant
administrative center, Chittagong City. Chittagong City, the second-largest city in Bangladesh, has a population of
over 2.5 million people. Cox's Bazar itself is a town with a population of around 250,000 residents.

The Cox's Bazar coast stretches0 over approximately 120 kilometers, making it the longest natural sea beach in the
world. This coastal stretch encompasses a variety of habitats suitable for sea turtles, including sandy beaches, rocky
outcrops, and mangrove estuaries. The area is renowned for its rich biodiversity, including nesting sites for
endangered sea turtle species such as the green turtle (Chelonia mydas) and the olive ridley turtle (Lepidochelys
olivacea).

The coastal region of Cox's Bazar serves as a vital nesting ground for sea turtles, attracting conservation efforts to
protect nesting sites and mitigate threats such as habitat degradation, poaching, and pollution. Conservation
organizations and local communities work together to monitor nesting activities, implement conservation measures,
and raise awareness about the importance of sea turtle conservation for maintaining marine ecosystem health and
resilience.




In the remainder of this document, the codes that appear in square brackets alongside each of the titles below refer
to sections of a separate document describing the evaluation criteria, which will be informed by the proponents’
submission. Proponents are encouraged to consult the Evaluation Criteria document * for more explanation
of the rationale behind each criterion and of the detailed information to be used for evaluation purposes.

7. Area[N3]
Indicate the approximate, with justification, proportion of turtle habitat area of the management unit(s), or if Mus are not
known then present justification based on the species in the sub-region. Area should correspond to the map provided
under point 24.)

Score | Description Justification

1 The site comprises less than one-third of the estimated nesting
habitat area for a marine turtle management unit, or MU is not
known, for the species in the sub-region.

2 The site comprises one to two-thirds of the estimated nesting
habitat area for a marine turtle management unit, or MU is not
known, for the species in the sub-region OR less than one-third of
the estimated nesting habitat area for more than one species.

3 The site encompasses more than two-thirds of the estimated The Cox's Bazar coast comprises
nesting area for a marine turtle management unit, or MU is not approximately more than two-thirds of
known, for the species in the sub-region. the estimated nesting habitat area for

marine turtle species in the sub-
region. This estimation is based on the
extensive nesting activity observed
along the coast, particularly for Olive
Ridley turtles, which account for a
significant proportion of the nesting
population in the sub-region. While the
exact management units are not
known, the Cox's Bazar coast serves
as a primary nesting ground for
marine turtles, indicating its
substantial contribution to the overall
nesting habitat area in the sub-region.

8. Representativeness and replication [N1]
Describe the principal physical characteristics of the site, including the marine turtle habitat types occurring at the site. List
the ecosystem types included in the site (nesting beach, foraging habitat, reproductive habitat, migratory habitat) and the
approximate area in hectares (or km?) of each habitat type included. Indicate whether the site’s physical attributes are
shared by other sites in the country, or are exceptional/unique. This should highlight the national and sub-region (physical)
significance of the site.

The Cox's Bazar coast encompasses diverse marine turtle habitat types, contributing significantly to sea turtle
conservation efforts in Bangladesh. The principal physical characteristics of the site include expansive sandy beaches,
rocky outcrops, and nearby estuarine ecosystems. This coastal stretch is renowned for its nesting beaches, foraging
habitats, and migratory corridors for various sea turtle species.

The nesting beach habitat type predominates along the Cox's Bazar coast, with the main focus being the annual nesting
of olive ridley turtles (Lepidochelys olivacea). This species accounts for the majority of nests, with an estimated 800-
1200 nests recorded annually. Additionally, nesting activity by green turtles (Chelonia mydas) occurs sporadically along
certain sections of the beach.

In addition to nesting habitats, the nearshore waters of Cox's Bazar serve as foraging grounds for hawksbill turtles
(Eretmochelys imbricata), particularly juveniles and subadults. Records from the past decade indicate the presence of
hawksbill turtles in these nearshore areas, suggesting the importance of Cox's Bazar as a foraging habitat for this
species.

The ecosystem types included in the Cox's Bazar site are nesting beach, foraging habitat, and migratory corridor. The
approximate area of nesting beach habitat extends along the entire Cox's Bazar coast, covering approximately 120
kilometers of sandy shoreline. Foraging habitats are primarily located in nearshore waters adjacent to nesting beaches,

1 LINK to be inserted here



with specific areas totaling approximately [insert area in hectares or km2]. Migratory corridors encompass the broader
marine environment surrounding Cox's Bazar, facilitating the movement of sea turtles along their migratory routes.

The physical attributes of the Cox's Bazar site are shared by other coastal areas in Bangladesh, including St. Martin
Island, Cox's Bazar Teknaf Beach, Sonadia Island, and Dholghata Beach. However, the concentration of olive ridley
nesting activity, coupled with the presence of foraging grounds for hawksbill turtles, underscores the national
significance of Cox's Bazar as a critical habitat for sea turtles in Bangladesh. Additionally, the conservation efforts and
community engagement initiatives implemented in Cox's Bazar contribute to its sub-regional importance as a model site
for marine turtle conservation in the Bay of Bengal region.

Ecological resources [EB1- 4, S5, N1, N2]

Describe the ecological significance at the site, including marine turtles and other noteworthy biodiversity. Describe the
marine turtle species / management units occurring at the site, if they are known. Where possible, provide an estimate
abundance for each marine turtle species/management unit (e.g. in terms of average number of turtles nesting annually or
foraging), including ecological connectivity with other sites (see N2. Evaluation Criteria EBla and EB1b offer guidance
on how to describe the relative importance of a site frequented by one or more marine turtle species. Indicate whether the
site’s ecological resources are shared by other sites in the country or are exceptional/unique. This should highlight the
national and sub-regional (ecological) significance of the site.

The Cox's Bazar coast in Bangladesh holds immense ecological significance as a critical habitat for marine turtles and a
hotspot of biodiversity. It is renowned for its pristine beaches and diverse marine ecosystems, supporting a wide range of
flora and fauna. The site is particularly notable for its importance as a nesting ground for several species of marine
turtles, including the Olive Ridley (Lepidochelys olivacea), Green Turtle (Chelonia mydas), and occasionally the
Hawksbill Turtle (Eretmochelys imbricata).

Marine Turtle Species:

1. Olive Ridley (Lepidochelys olivacea): The Cox's Bazar coast hosts a significant population of Olive Ridley
turtles, with an estimated 800 to 1200 nests annually. This species predominantly nests along the sandy
beaches of the coast, with peak nesting activity observed during the nesting season.

2. Green Turtle (Chelonia mydas): Green Turtles also frequent the Cox's Bazar coast for nesting, although in
smaller numbers compared to Olive Ridleys. Their nesting activities contribute to the overall biodiversity and
ecological balance of the coastal ecosystem.

3. Hawkshill Turtle (Eretmochelys imbricata): Although less common, occasional sightings of Hawksbill Turtles
have been reported along the Cox's Bazar coast. These turtles play a vital role in maintaining the health of coral
reef ecosystems through their foraging behavior.

Describe the monitoring of marine turtles at the site

The monitoring of marine turtles at the Cox's Bazar coast is conducted systematically and has been ongoing for
approximately 25 years. Trained conservationists and volunteers regularly patrol the nesting beaches during the nesting
season to record nesting activities, identify nesting sites, and protect nests from potential threats.

Describe what is known about marine turtles at the site relative to management units or the sub-region

Relative to management units or the sub-region, the Cox's Bazar coast serves as a significant nesting site for marine
turtles in Bangladesh. The abundance of nesting activity, particularly by Olive Ridley turtles, highlights the ecological
importance of the site within the region. Furthermore, the long-term monitoring efforts have provided valuable data on
nesting trends, reproductive success, and population dynamics, contributing to the understanding of marine turtle
ecology and informing conservation strategies.

The ecological resources of the Cox's Bazar coast are exceptional and unique, as the site's significance as a marine
turtle nesting ground is unparalleled within the country. Its conservation value extends beyond national borders,
highlighting its importance at both the national and sub-regional levels for marine turtle conservation efforts.




Does the site contain an index nesting site Yes(V): No

Describe

How long has monitoring occurred at the site 24-27 Years

Describe: is it standardized, annual, published etc

Monitoring of marine turtles at the Cox's Bazar coast has been ongoing for approximately 27 years, demonstrating a
long-term commitment to understanding and conserving these species. The monitoring efforts are standardized and
conducted annually, with data collected on nesting activities, nest success rates, and emerging trends in population
dynamics. However, population trend data specifically for marine turtles at the site are not readily available.

Are any population trend data available for marine turtles at the site Yes(V): No

Describe

The Cox's Bazar coast is renowned for its high nesting densities, with an estimated 800 to 1200 nests of Olive Ridley
turtles annually, making it one of the most important nesting sites for this species in the region. Green Turtles also nest
along the coast, although in smaller numbers compared to Olive Ridleys. These nesting activities are significant not only
for the conservation of marine turtles but also for maintaining the ecological integrity of the coastal ecosystem.

The site's status as an index nesting site underscores its importance for marine turtle conservation efforts in Bangladesh.
The monitoring data collected over the years provide valuable insights into the reproductive biology, nesting ecology,
and habitat requirements of marine turtles, contributing to the development of effective management strategies and
conservation measures. While the monitoring efforts have been instrumental in advancing scientific knowledge and
informing conservation actions, there is a need for continued research and monitoring to assess population trends,
evaluate conservation interventions, and address emerging threats to marine turtles and their habitats.

EB1la Turtle abundance (nesting within the site boundary) and EB2 Species

Summarise the importance of nesting turtles at the site (e.g. species, monitoring, indicate whether
management units described, describe any connections e.g. through tag returns or telemetry)

The nesting turtles at the Cox's Bazar coast are of paramount importance for marine turtle conservation efforts in
Bangladesh. The site serves as a primary nesting ground for Olive Ridley turtles, with an estimated 800 to 1200 nests
annually. While Green Turtles also nest along the coast, their numbers are comparatively lower. The monitoring of
nesting activities is conducted systematically, with trained personnel patrolling the beaches during the nesting season to
protect nests and gather data on nesting success rates and population trends. However, specific management units
have not been described for the site.

Describe the estimated abundance of nesting turtles at the site? And what is the estimated
proportion of nesting at the site in relation to the remainder of the management unit or, if not
known, the sub-region.




The estimated proportion of nesting turtles at the Cox's Bazar coast relative to the remainder of the management unit or
the sub-region is significant. The site accounts for a substantial portion of the nesting activity within the country,
highlighting its critical role in marine turtle conservation at both the national and sub-regional levels.

EB1b Turtle abundance (at foraging sites) and EB2 Species

Summarise the importance of the site for foraging turtles (e.g. species, monitoring, indicate the
types of data available for foraging turtles, describe any connections e.g. through tag returns or
telemetry)

While the Cox's Bazar coast is primarily known as a nesting site, sporadic foraging by marine turtles is also observed in
the vicinity. Although data on foraging turtles are limited compared to nesting activities, occasional sightings of turtles
foraging in nearshore waters have been reported. The importance of the site for foraging turtles is considered
moderately important, as it provides essential foraging grounds for turtles during certain periods of the year.

The estimated abundance of foraging turtles at the Cox's Bazar coast is sporadic, with turtles utilizing the area
opportunistically for feeding and resting. The site's significance for foraging turtles is supported by occasional
observations and anecdotal evidence of turtle presence in nearshore habitats. While not as prominent as nesting
activities, the presence of foraging turtles underscores the ecological importance of the Cox's Bazar coast for marine
turtle conservation efforts.

Describe the estimated abundance of nesting turtles at the site?

Sporadic foraging only Justification:
Moderately important Justification:
Very important Justification:

The estimated abundance of nesting turtles at the Cox's Bazar coast is considered
very important. The site is characterized by regular and substantial nesting activity,
particularly by Olive Ridley turtles, with an estimated 800 to 1200 nests annually. This
nesting abundance reflects the critical importance of the Cox's Bazar coast as a
primary nesting ground for marine turtles in the region.

Additionally, the site's significance extends beyond nesting activities to include
foraging habitats nearshore, which further enhances its importance for marine turtle
conservation. While nesting is the predominant activity, sporadic foraging by marine
turtles, including Hawksbill and Green Turtles, is also observed in the vicinity. The
presence of these foraging habitats underscores the ecological value of the Cox's
Bazar coast as a multi-functional habitat for marine turtles throughout various stages
of their life cycle.

Overall, the substantial nesting abundance and the presence of foraging habitats
make the Cox's Bazar coast a critically important site for marine turtle conservation
efforts, highlighting its significance for the long-term sustainability of marine turtle
populations in the sub-region.

10. Social-Cultural importance [S1]
Describe the cultural / religious / spiritual importance of the site (e.g. in terms of historical associations, spiritual traditions,
religious significance etc.), as well as non-consumptive traditional beliefs/practices, in relation to marine turtles. If possible,
provide references to published/unpublished historical or other accounts, which may give an indication of relative
importance in a national and regional context.



The Cox's Bazar coast holds significant social-cultural importance, deeply intertwined with historical, spiritual, and
religious traditions, particularly regarding marine turtles. In Bangladeshi culture, sea turtles hold a revered status, often
symbolizing wisdom, longevity, and harmony with nature. Historical associations with marine turtles date back centuries,
with references found in folklore, literature, and religious texts.

One notable aspect of the cultural significance of marine turtles in Cox's Bazar is their portrayal in local folklore and oral
traditions. Tales of turtles imparting wisdom to fishermen and serving as guardians of the sea are passed down through
generations, highlighting the cultural reverence for these creatures.

Religious significance is also attributed to marine turtles in Cox's Bazar, with references found in Hindu and Buddhist
traditions. In Hindu mythology, the turtle is associated with deities such as Kurma, symbolizing stability and cosmic
balance. Similarly, in Buddhist beliefs, turtles are revered for their longevity and resilience, reflecting Buddhist principles
of patience and perseverance.

Non-consumptive traditional beliefs and practices related to marine turtles are prevalent among coastal communities in
Cox's Bazar. Rituals and ceremonies are conducted to honor and protect sea turtles, particularly during nesting
seasons. Local communities often view the presence of nesting turtles as auspicious, signifying blessings for the
upcoming fishing season and bountiful harvests.

Published and unpublished historical accounts provide further insights into the cultural importance of marine turtles in
Cox's Bazar and the broader region. Ethnographic studies and archival documents shed light on traditional beliefs,
rituals, and customs associated with marine turtles, offering valuable context for understanding their cultural significance
in a national and regional context.

Overall, the social-cultural importance of marine turtles in Cox's Bazar underscores the deep connection between
coastal communities and their natural environment. By recognizing and respecting these cultural traditions,
conservation efforts can be enhanced, fostering greater community involvement and stewardship of marine turtle
habitats.

11. Jurisdiction [G1]
The name of the government authority with: (a) territorial jurisdiction over the site, e.g. state/province, region or municipality
etc.; and the name/description of the authority with (b) functional jurisdiction for conservation purposes, e.g., Department of
Environment, Department of Fisheries, traditional owners, etc.

(a) Territorial jurisdiction over the Cox's Bazar coast falls within the administrative region of Cox's Bazar District, which
is governed by the Cox's Bazar District Administration. Cox's Bazar District is located in the southeastern part of
Bangladesh and encompasses the coastal area where marine turtle habitats are situated.

(b) The authority with functional jurisdiction for conservation purposes in Cox's Bazar includes multiple agencies and
stakeholders involved in marine conservation efforts. These may include the Bangladesh Forest Department, the
Department of Environment, the Department of Fisheries, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) specializing in
conservation, and local community groups engaged in marine turtle protection initiatives. Additionally, traditional owners
and indigenous communities may also play a role in the conservation and management of marine turtle habitats along
the Cox's Bazar coast.

12. Management authority [G1]
Name, address and contact details of the body responsible for the direct local conservation and management of the site.

The body responsible for the direct local conservation and management of the Cox's Bazar coast and its marine turtle
habitats is: Cox's Bazar South Forest Division, Cox’s bazar, Bangladesh.

Name: Divisional Forest Officer, Cox’sbazar South Forest Division, Cox’sbazar, Bangladesh. Contact Details: Phone:
[+88 0341 62095] Email: [sarwoarfd@gmail.com]

The Cox's Bazar District Administration oversees various conservation and management activities in collaboration with
relevant government agencies, non-governmental organizations, local communities, and other stakeholders to protect
and sustainably manage marine turtle populations and their habitats along the Cox's Bazar coast.

13. Management Framework [G1, S3]



Describe the management framework at the site. In particular, describe any applicable legislation / regulations (or traditional
laws / norms) relevant to the protection / conservation of marine turtles and their habitats at this site, and comment on their
effectiveness. Plus indicate how designation could be an essential driver for an appropriate management framework to be
ut in place.
The management framework at the Cox's Bazar coast involves a combination of legislation, regulations, traditional
norms, and community-based conservation initiatives aimed at protecting and conserving marine turtles and their
habitats.

Legislation and Regulations:

e The Wildlife (Conservation and Security) Act of Bangladesh provides legal protection to marine turtles and their
habitats by prohibiting hunting, killing, capturing, or trading of marine turtles and their eggs.

e The Forest Act and Fisheries Act also contain provisions related to the protection and management of coastal
and marine resources, including marine turtle habitats.

Traditional Laws/Norms:

e Traditional norms and customs among coastal communities in Cox's Bazar often contribute to the conservation
of marine turtles. These may include taboos against harming turtles, as well as community-led efforts to protect
nesting sites and monitor turtle populations.

Effectiveness:

e The effectiveness of legislation and regulations in protecting marine turtles and their habitats at the Cox's Bazar
coast varies. Despite legal protections exist, enforcement might be somewhere inconsistent due to resource
constraints, lack of awareness, and competing priorities.

e Traditional laws and norms play a significant role in supplementing formal regulations and fostering local
stewardship of marine turtle habitats. However, changing socio-economic dynamics and increasing pressures
on coastal resources may challenge the efficacy of traditional conservation practices.

Designation as an Essential Driver:

e Designation of marine turtle habitats as protected areas or conservation reserves can serve as a critical driver
for the establishment of an appropriate management framework. Formal designation provides legal recognition
and institutional support for conservation efforts, facilitating coordination among stakeholders and allocation of
resources.

e  Protected area status can also enhance public awareness, promote research and monitoring, and attract
funding for conservation initiatives, ultimately strengthening the effectiveness of management efforts.

Overall, while legislative and regulatory frameworks provide a foundation for marine turtle conservation at the Cox's
Bazar coast, the integration of traditional norms and community-based approaches is essential for enhancing the
resilience and sustainability of conservation efforts. Designation of marine turtle habitats as protected areas can further
bolster conservation efforts by providing a structured framework for management and enforcement.

14. Current protected status [G1, S4]

Mention any other nationally relevant protected area status, and highlight any international conservation designations and,
in the case of transboundary sites, bilateral or multilateral conservation measures which pertain to all or part of the site. Ifa
protected area or reserve has been established (at a national/regional level), give the date of its establishment and size. If
only a part of the site is included within a protected area, the area of marine turtle habitat that is protected should be noted.
Include details of how any incompatible human activities and/or uses of land and sea at the site are prohibited or mitigated.

International designations may include sites listed under the UNESCO/World Heritage Convention, Man and Biosphere
Reserve Network, Ramsar Convention, other site conservation networks, etc. Where appropriate, list the IUCN (1994)
protected areas management category(ies) that apply to the site.



The Cox's Bazar coast and its marine turtle habitats benefit from various nationally relevant protected area statuses and
international conservation designations, as well as regional conservation measures:

Ecologically Critical Area (ECA): Description: The entire Cox's Bazar coast is designated as an Ecologically Critical
Area, recognizing its ecological significance and vulnerability to environmental degradation. This designation aims to
regulate land and sea-based activities to minimize adverse impacts on marine ecosystems, including sea turtle habitats.

Himchari National Park: is a major national park and nature reserve in Bangladesh. The park is located at Ramu

and Cox's Bazar Sadar Upazila, Cox's Bazar District, in the southeast region of the country. It is located mainly on the hills
and is adjoining to Bay of Bengal to the west. Himchari National Park covers approximately 1,729 ha (17.29 km2) of
mixed evergreen forests Biome. It was declared a protected area in 1980.

Teknaf Wildlife Sanctuary is a protected area in the Cox's Bazar District of southern Bangladesh comprising a hill forest
area of 11,615 ha (44.85 sg mi). In the east it is bordered by the Naf River, and in the west by the Bay of Bengal. It was
established in 1983.[1] It was once called Teknaf Game Reserve and is the only game reserve forest in the

country.[2] This is one of the few places in Bangladesh where Asian elephants can be seen in the wild.[3] This vast sub-
tropical forest has several other attractions like Nitong Hill, Kudum Cave, Kuthi Hill etc. The popular Toinga Peak has an
elevation of about 1000 feet. This Sanctuary is rich in biodiversity. The Teknaf Wildlife Sanctuary was declared a game
reserve in 1983 under the Bangladesh Wildlife (Preservation) (Amendment) Act, 1974. The climate is humid

tropical monsoon. The area receives strong winds from the southwest in the summer and gentler northeastern winds in
the winter. It encompasses three biological series, Surma Series, Tipam Series and Dupi Series.

St. Martin Island MPA: Bangladesh government has declared about 1,743 square kilometres area of the Bay of Bengal
adjacent to Saint Marin Island as ‘Saint Martin Marine Protected Area’ to conserve marine biodiversity. In addition to the
previously declared 590 hectares of ecologically critical area, the new 70 metre-deep marine protected area has been
declared to prevent uncontrolled movement of water vessels, overfishing, dumping of waste and chemicals, and
destruction of coral reefs and biodiversity, said a press release. The ministry of environment, forest and climate change
declared this area as the ‘Saint Martin Marine Protected Area’ under the Sections 13 (1) and 13 (2) of the Wildlife
(Conservation and Protection) Act, 2012.

As a result, the newly declared protected area will help conserve the endangered pink dolphins, sharks, ray fish, sea
turtles, seabirds, corals, marine grasses and marine biodiversity and their habitats. It will also help improve the
livelihoods of local people through sustainable extraction of marine resources, enrich the national blue economy, and
achieve the international obligations and targets related to the special economic zone of Bangladesh. The declaration of
this marine protected area will facilitate the proper enforcement of the law and proper management of marine resources
with the help of law enforcement agencies deployed in and around the island. At the same time, the possibility of
increasing the abundance of marine fish resources and aquatic life outside the protected area will be multiplied.

Incompatible human activities and land/sea uses within protected areas are prohibited or mitigated through various
management measures, including zoning, regulation enforcement, community engagement, and sustainable tourism
practices. Additionally, collaborative efforts with neighboring countries may be undertaken to address transboundary
conservation issues and ensure effective management of shared marine resources.

15. Land/sea tenure/ownership [G1]
Provide details of ownership of the site and ownership of immediate surrounding areas (e.g., state, provincial, private, etc.)
which may have a bearing on the conservation of the site. Describe any local or customary law relevant to the land / sea
tenure, and explain any terms that have a special meaning in the country or region concerned.

The land and sea tenure/ownership of the Cox's Bazar coast and its immediate surrounding areas are characterized
by a mix of state, provincial, and private ownership, which may influence the conservation of the site:

1. State Ownership:

e The majority of coastal areas, including beaches and nearshore waters, are owned by the
government of Bangladesh. This state ownership grants the government authority over resource
management and conservation efforts along the Cox's Bazar coast.

2. Provincial Ownership:

e Certain portions of the coast may fall under the jurisdiction of Cox's Bazar District Administration,
which manages and regulates activities within its administrative boundaries. Provincial ownership
may also include protected areas such as Himchari National Park and Teknaf Game Reserve, which
are managed by relevant provincial authorities.

3. Private Ownership:

e Some sections of the coast may be privately owned, particularly areas designated for tourism
development or commercial activities. Private ownership may entail specific land use rights and
regulations that could impact conservation efforts.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biome
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teknaf_Wildlife_Sanctuary#cite_note-1
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teknaf_Wildlife_Sanctuary#cite_note-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monsoon

Local or Customary Law:

e Customary laws and traditional practices among coastal communities in Cox's Bazar may also influence land
and sea tenure arrangements. These customary laws often govern resource access and use rights, including
fishing practices and land tenure systems. Understanding and respecting local customs and traditions is
essential for effective conservation planning and community engagement.

Special Terms:

e In Bangladesh, terms such as "khas land" refer to government-owned land, while "char" denotes riverine
islands formed through sediment deposition. These terms have specific legal meanings and implications for
land tenure and management in the country.

Overall, navigating the complex landscape of land and sea tenure/ownership requires collaboration and coordination
among various stakeholders, including government agencies, local communities, and private landowners. By
recognizing and respecting existing tenure arrangements and customary laws, conservation efforts can be more
effectively implemented and sustained over the long term.

16. Compatible activities within the vicinity of the site [S2]
Describe, in general terms, the principal social and economic values of the site, including human activities and land uses
(past, current and planned) within the vicinity of the site (e.g., agriculture, fishing, resource extraction, grazing, water supply,
urban/industrial development, tourism, outdoor recreation, education and scientific research), irrespective of whether or not
they are considered to directly impact the conservation of marine turtles. Some indication of the relative importance of each
form of land use should be given, whenever possible. Include a description of the perceived ancillary benefits as a consequence of
the sites’ inclusion in the Site Network.

The Cox's Bazar coast and its surrounding areas are characterized by a variety of social and economic values,
with diverse human activities and land uses contributing to the region's significance:

Fisheries: Fishing is a primary economic activity along the Cox's Bazar coast, supporting local livelihoods and
providing a vital source of protein for coastal communities. Small-scale artisanal fishing operations target a wide
range of marine species, including fish, shrimp, and crabs.

Tourism: Tourism is a major driver of the local economy, with Cox's Bazar renowned for its pristine beaches and
natural beauty. The coastal area attracts domestic and international tourists, contributing to revenue generation,
job creation, and infrastructure development.

Agriculture: Agriculture, including both traditional farming practices and commercial cultivation, occurs in the
hinterland areas adjacent to the coast. Rice cultivation, vegetable farming, and betel leaf cultivation are among
the common agricultural activities.

Urban/Industrial Development: Urbanization and industrialization are gradually expanding along the Cox's
Bazar coast, driven by population growth and economic development. Infrastructure projects, commercial
complexes, and industrial facilities contribute to urban sprawl and land use changes.

Water Supply: Access to freshwater resources is essential for both human consumption and agricultural
activities. Water supply infrastructure, including reservoirs, wells, and piped water systems, supports the water
needs of coastal communities and agricultural lands.

Outdoor Recreation: Outdoor recreational activities such as beach picnics, swimming, and beach sports are
popular among locals and tourists alike. These activities contribute to social well-being and cultural exchange,
fostering a sense of community and leisure.

Education and Scientific Research: Educational institutions and research organizations conduct studies and
scientific research on various aspects of marine ecology, biodiversity, and coastal dynamics. These efforts
contribute to knowledge generation, capacity building, and informed decision-making for sustainable coastal
management.

The inclusion of the Cox's Bazar coast in the Site Network provides ancillary benefits such as enhanced conservation
awareness, increased funding opportunities for research and conservation projects, and improved coordination
among stakeholders. Additionally, designation as a protected area or conservation reserve may attract ecotourism
investments and promote sustainable development practices that balance conservation priorities with socio-economic
needs.




17. Factors adversely affecting the site’s overall ecological character, as well as threats to marine

turtles and their habitat at the site [S2]

Describe the human and natural factors negatively affecting the ecological character of the site, both within and in the
vicinity of the site (this could include both inside and/or outside the national jurisdictions). These may include existing, new
or changing activities/uses, major development projects etc., which have had, are having, or may have a detrimental effect
on the natural ecological character of the site. For all adverse and change factors reported, supply measurable/quantifiable
information (or estimates if such data exist), as well as information on the scale, extent and trend of the change factor and
its impact. For example, describe in terms of the percentage of coastline (or other area) modified/affected by a particular
threat; for egg collection, describe where known the number of nests, per species, per year. Mention also data-deficient
threats, where a threat is known to be present but is not yet quantified. Collectively, this information should provide a basis
for monitoring of ecological character of the site.

Factors adversely affecting the ecological character of the Cox's Bazar coast and posing threats to marine turtles
and their habitats include both human and natural influences:

1. Coastal Development:

e Urbanization, infrastructure development, and tourism-related activities along the coast have led to
habitat loss, fragmentation, and degradation. Land reclamation, construction of hotels and resorts,
and shoreline alterations have altered coastal ecosystems, reducing nesting habitat availability for
marine turtles.

2. Pollution:

e Pollution from untreated sewage, solid waste disposal, and industrial effluents contaminates
nearshore waters, posing risks to marine turtle health and nesting success. Plastic pollution, in
particular, poses a significant threat to marine turtles through ingestion, entanglement, and habitat
degradation.

3. Fisheries Interactions:

e Fisheries activities, including trawling, gillnetting, and longlining, pose direct threats to marine turtles
through accidental capture (bycatch) and incidental mortality. lllegal fishing practices such as blast
fishing and use of destructive gear further exacerbate these threats.

4. Climate Change:

e Climate change impacts, including sea level rise, ocean warming, and extreme weather events, pose
significant threats to marine turtle habitats and nesting beaches. Rising temperatures may affect sex
determination in turtle embryos, leading to skewed sex ratios, while increased storm intensity and
frequency can erode nesting beaches and wash away nests.

5. Egg Poaching:

e lllegal collection of sea turtle eggs for consumption and trade continues to occur despite legal
protections. Poaching activities pose direct threats to nesting females and reduce reproductive
success, leading to population declines and genetic bottlenecks.

6. Light Pollution:

e  Artificial lighting from coastal development and urban areas can disorient nesting females and
hatchlings, leading to disorientation away from the sea, increased vulnerability to predation, and
reduced nesting success.

Quantifiable data on the scale and extent of these threats include:

Percentage of coastline modified by coastal development activities.
Number of marine turtle nests impacted by pollution events.
Estimates of bycatch rates and mortality in fisheries operations.
Quantification of plastic debris on nesting beaches.

Number of sea turtle nests lost to egg poaching incidents.

Addressing these threats requires comprehensive monitoring programs, habitat restoration efforts, enforcement of
conservation regulations, community engagement, and adaptive management strategies to mitigate impacts and
safeguard the ecological character of the Cox's Bazar coast and its marine turtle habitats.

18. Conservation and management interventions taken [G2]
Describe conservation and management interventions already taken at the site to address threats. Any application of
coastal and marine spatial planning, or integrated coastal/marine zone management planning, involving or affecting the site
should be noted.

Describe the management planning process for the site, including the state of implementation of any management plan that
has been developed and approved for the site. Describe any other conservation measures taken at the site, such as
restrictions on development, management practices beneficial to wildlife, closures of hunting, etc. (Note that information on
any monitoring schemes and survey methods should be given under point 19, below.)

Where applicable, describe the involvement of local communities and indigenous people in the participatory management



of the site, including co-management activities, surveillance and enforcement, and performance evaluation.

Conservation and management interventions at the Cox's Bazar coast have been implemented to address threats to
marine turtles and their habitats, with a focus on habitat protection, sustainable resource management, and community
engagement:

1. Management Planning Process:

e The Cox's Bazar coast is included in broader coastal and marine spatial planning initiatives led by the
Bangladesh government, aimed at integrating conservation priorities with coastal development
activities.

e  Efforts to develop a comprehensive management plan for the Cox's Bazar coast have been initiated,
involving government agencies, NGOs, local communities, and other stakeholders. The management
plan aims to guide conservation actions, address threats, and promote sustainable land and sea use
practices.

2. Habitat Protection and Restoration:

e Protected area designations, including Himchari National Park and Teknaf Game Reserve, provide
legal frameworks for habitat protection and conservation measures.

e Habitat restoration projects, such as mangrove reforestation and beach re-nourishment efforts, are
undertaken to enhance nesting habitat availability and resilience to coastal erosion.

3. Regulation and Enforcement:

e Enforcement of wildlife protection laws, including the Wildlife (Conservation and Security) Act,2012 is
carried out to deter illegal activities such as egg poaching and wildlife trafficking.

e Surveillance and monitoring efforts are conducted to detect and prevent illegal fishing activities and
enforce regulations on coastal development projects.

4. Community Engagement and Co-Management:

e Local communities and indigenous peoples are actively involved in the participatory management of
marine turtle habitats, including co-management activities, habitat monitoring, and enforcement
patrols.

e  Community-based conservation initiatives, such as sea turtle nest monitoring programs and
awareness campaigns, empower local stakeholders to take ownership of conservation efforts and
promote stewardship of natural resources.

5. Education and Capacity Building:

e Educational outreach programs, training workshops, and capacity-building initiatives are conducted to
raise awareness about marine turtle conservation, sustainable fishing practices, and coastal
ecosystem management.

e Collaboration with educational institutions and research organizations fosters scientific research and
monitoring efforts to inform conservation decision-making and management strategies.

The implementation of these conservation and management interventions reflects a multi-stakeholder approach, with
active involvement from government agencies, NGOs, local communities, and indigenous peoples. By integrating
traditional knowledge, community participation, and science-based approaches, efforts to conserve marine turtles and
their habitats at the Cox's Bazar coast can be effectively coordinated and sustained over the long term.

19. Conservation interventions proposed, but not yet implemented [EB3, G1, G2]

Describe how potential interventions could enhance the ancillary benefits of the site. Provide details of any concrete
conservation measures that have been proposed, or are in preparation, for the site, including any proposals for legislation,
protection and management. Summarize the history of any longstanding proposals that have not yet been implemented,
and differentiate between those proposals that have already been officially submitted to the appropriate government
authorities and those which have not as yet received formal endorsement, e.g., recommendations in published reports and
resolutions from specialist meetings. Also mention any management plan that is in preparation but has not yet been
completed, approved or implemented.

Several conservation interventions have been proposed for the Cox's Bazar coast to enhance the ancillary benefits of
the site and improve the effectiveness of conservation efforts. These interventions focus on habitat protection,
sustainable resource management, community engagement, and research initiatives:

1. Habitat Restoration and Enhancement:
e Proposal for the expansion of marine protected areas to encompass critical nesting beaches and
foraging habitats of marine turtles.
e Implementation of habitat restoration projects, including mangrove rehabilitation and beach
nourishment efforts, to increase nesting habitat availability and resilience to coastal erosion.
2. Strengthened Regulation and Enforcement:
e Proposal for enhanced enforcement of existing wildlife protection laws and regulations to deter illegal
activities such as egg poaching, wildlife trafficking, and illegal fishing practices.
e  Establishment of designated enforcement units tasked with monitoring and patrolling marine turtle
nesting sites and foraging areas to prevent disturbances and ensure compliance with conservation
regulations.




3.  Community-Based Conservation Initiatives:

e  Proposal for the development of community-based conservation programs, including training
workshops, capacity-building initiatives, and livelihood diversification projects, to empower local
communities and promote sustainable resource management practices.

e Creation of community-managed marine protected areas and marine reserves, where local
stakeholders actively participate in decision-making processes and conservation activities.

4. Research and Monitoring:

e  Proposal for the implementation of long-term monitoring programs to assess population trends,
nesting success rates, and habitat utilization patterns of marine turtles.

e Collaboration with research institutions and universities to conduct scientific studies on marine turtle
ecology, behavior, and genetics, providing valuable data for conservation planning and management.

5. Legislative and Policy Reform:

e Proposal for the development and implementation of comprehensive conservation policies and
management plans tailored to the specific needs and priorities of the Cox's Bazar coast.

e Advocacy for the enactment of new legislation or amendments to existing laws to strengthen legal
protections for marine turtles and their habitats and to address emerging threats such as climate
change and habitat degradation.

While some proposals have been formally submitted to government authorities or endorsed by stakeholders, others are
still in the planning or preparation stages. The development of a comprehensive management plan for the Cox's Bazar
coast is underway, with input from various stakeholders. However, formal approval and implementation of these
proposed conservation interventions are pending, highlighting the need for continued advocacy, collaboration, and
resource mobilization to address conservation challenges and safeguard the ecological integrity of the site.

20. Proposed scientific research and monitoring [EB1-3, G3]
Describe any proposed scientific research on marine turtles and their habitats, as well as information on any planned
special facilities for research.

Proposed Scientific Research:

1. Population Dynamics: Conducting demographic studies to assess population trends, reproductive success, and
recruitment rates of marine turtles nesting along the Cox's Bazar coast.

2. Habitat Use and Foraging Ecology: Investigating the habitat preferences, foraging behavior, and movement
patterns of marine turtles in nearshore waters and offshore habitats using satellite telemetry and acoustic
tracking.

3. Genetic Studies: Conducting genetic analyses to assess population structure, connectivity, and genetic diversity
of marine turtle populations nesting at the Cox's Bazar coast and their relationship to other regional populations.

4. Climate Change Impacts: Studying the effects of climate change on marine turtle nesting success, sex ratios,
and hatchling survival through long-term monitoring of nesting beaches and temperature-dependent sex
determination experiments.

5. Bycatch Mitigation: Assessing the effectiveness of bycatch reduction measures, such as turtle excluder devices
(TEDs) and gear modifications, in reducing incidental capture of marine turtles in fishing operations along the
Cox's Bazar coast.

Proposed New/Amended Monitoring:

1. Nesting Surveys: Enhancing nesting beach surveys to improve data collection on nesting activity, nest success
rates, and hatchling emergence success, using standardized protocols and systematic monitoring techniques.

2. Nesting Habitat Assessment: Conducting regular assessments of nesting habitat quality, beach erosion rates,
and vegetation cover to identify areas of high conservation priority and inform habitat restoration efforts.

3. Nesting Seasonality: Monitoring changes in nesting seasonality, clutch frequency, and nesting phenology to
understand the effects of environmental factors and anthropogenic disturbances on marine turtle nesting
behavior.

4. Nest Predation: Investigating predation rates on marine turtle nests by natural predators and human
disturbances and implementing predator management strategies to mitigate nest predation risks.

5. Satellite Tracking: Deploying satellite tags on nesting females and juvenile turtles to track their movements,
migration routes, and foraging grounds, providing valuable insights into habitat use and connectivity between
nesting sites and foraging areas.

Key Resource or Training Needs:

1. Capacity Building: Providing training workshops and technical assistance to local stakeholders, researchers,
and conservation practitioners on research methods, data analysis techniques, and monitoring protocols.

2. Equipment and Technology: Procuring field equipment, such as GPS units, telemetry devices, and data
loggers, to support research and monitoring activities and ensure data accuracy and reliability.

3. Research Facilities: Establishing specialized research facilities, such as laboratories, field stations, and data
management centers, to facilitate scientific research, sample processing, and data analysis.




4. Collaboration and Networking: Promoting collaboration with national and international research institutions,
universities, and conservation organizations to leverage expertise, resources, and funding opportunities for
marine turtle research and monitoring initiatives.

5. Long-Term Funding: Securing long-term financial support and sustainable funding mechanisms to maintain
research and monitoring programs, ensure continuity of data collection, and support capacity-building efforts in
marine turtle conservation at the Cox's Bazar coast

21. Current / proposed communication, education, and public awareness activities [S5]
Give details of any existing and/or planned site-based programmes, activities and facilities for communication, education
and public awareness, including training. Comment on potential opportunities for future educational and outreach activities
at the site.

Existing Activities:

e Nest Monitoring Programs: Local conservation organizations and NGOs conduct regular nest monitoring
programs to engage volunteers and community members in the protection of marine turtle nesting sites. These
programs involve training sessions on nest identification, data collection techniques, and conservation
protocols.

e Awareness Campaigns: Public awareness campaigns are organized by government agencies, NGOs, and
community groups to educate local residents, tourists, and stakeholders about the importance of marine turtle
conservation. These campaigns utilize various communication channels such as posters, pamphlets, social
media, and community events to disseminate information and raise awareness about threats facing marine
turtles and their habitats.

e  School Outreach Programs: Educational outreach activities are conducted in schools and educational
institutions to foster environmental awareness and promote conservation values among students. These
programs include interactive presentations, workshops, and field trips to marine turtle nesting beaches,
providing hands-on learning experiences and opportunities for students to engage with conservation
practitioners.

Planned Activities:

e Interpretive Centers: Plans are underway to establish interpretive centers or visitor centers at key marine turtle
nesting sites to provide information on marine turtle biology, conservation challenges, and local ecosystems.
These centers will serve as educational hubs for tourists and visitors, offering exhibits, interactive displays, and
guided tours led by trained interpreters.

e Community Workshops: Future plans include organizing community workshops and training sessions focused
on sustainable fishing practices, habitat conservation, and alternative livelihood opportunities for coastal
communities. These workshops will empower local stakeholders to actively participate in conservation efforts
and adopt environmentally friendly practices.

e Environmental Education Programs: Proposed environmental education programs aim to integrate marine
turtle conservation into school curricula and educational outreach initiatives. These programs will develop
educational materials, lesson plans, and teaching resources tailored to different age groups, ensuring that
marine turtle conservation becomes an integral part of formal and informal education in the region.

e  Ecotourism Initiatives: Efforts are being made to promote responsible ecotourism activities centered around
marine turtle conservation. Planned ecotourism initiatives include guided tours, eco-trails, and volunteer
opportunities for tourists to participate in conservation activities such as nest monitoring, beach clean-ups, and
habitat restoration projects. These initiatives will provide economic benefits to local communities while
fostering greater appreciation for marine turtles and their habitats.

Opportunities for Future Educational and Outreach Activities:

e Collaboration with Universities: Partnerships with universities and research institutions can facilitate the
development of educational programs, research projects, and student internships focused on marine turtle
conservation and coastal ecology.

e Community Engagement: Engaging local communities and indigenous peoples in the planning and
implementation of educational and outreach activities will enhance their effectiveness and sustainability.
Community-led initiatives, participatory workshops, and cultural exchanges can promote dialogue, knowledge
sharing, and mutual understanding of conservation goals.

e Technology Integration: Leveraging digital tools and technology platforms, such as mobile apps, virtual reality
experiences, and online learning modules, can expand the reach and impact of educational and outreach
efforts, especially among youth and tech-savvy audiences. These tools can provide interactive learning
experiences and facilitate remote patrticipation in conservation activities.




By implementing these planned communication, education, and public awareness activities, stakeholders can enhance
community engagement, foster environmental stewardship, and promote long-term conservation of marine turtles and
their habitats at the Cox's Bazar coast.




22. Financial resources available for management of the site and other activities
Identify human and financial resources (including in-kind contributions) available to support immediate and near-term
activities, as well as resources available to sustain site-based activities in the longer-term (e.g. in relation to monitoring,
management interventions, surveillance and enforcement, and performance evaluation).

Human and financial resources available for the management of the Cox's Bazar coast and associated conservation
activities include a combination of government funding, grants from international organizations and donors,
contributions from non-governmental organizations (NGOSs), in-kind support from local communities, and revenue
generated from ecotourism initiatives. These resources support a range of immediate, near-term, and long-term
activities aimed at conserving marine turtles and their habitats:

Immediate and Near-Term Activities:

Government Funding: The government of Bangladesh allocates financial resources to support conservation
efforts, including habitat protection, enforcement of wildlife protection laws, and community-based conservation
initiatives.

International Grants and Donor Support: Grants from international organizations, bilateral aid agencies, and
non-profit foundations provide financial assistance for specific projects and programs related to marine turtle
conservation, research, and capacity building.

NGO Contributions: Non-governmental organizations and conservation groups contribute financial resources,
technical expertise, and volunteer support to implement conservation projects, conduct outreach activities, and
support local communities.

Community Involvement: Local communities contribute in-kind resources, such as volunteer time, labor, and
materials, to support conservation activities, including nest monitoring, habitat restoration, and beach clean-
ups.

Ecotourism Revenue: Revenue generated from ecotourism activities, such as guided tours, visitor fees, and
souvenir sales, provides a sustainable source of income to support conservation initiatives and community
development projects.

Long-Term Sustainability:

Endowment Funds: Establishment of endowment funds or conservation trusts can provide long-term financial
support for ongoing monitoring, management interventions, and capacity-building efforts at the site.
Public-Private Partnerships: Collaboration with private sector entities, including tourism operators, businesses,
and corporate sponsors, can leverage additional financial resources and expertise to support conservation
activities and infrastructure development.

Institutional Support: Integration of marine turtle conservation into broader national and regional conservation
frameworks ensures sustained funding and institutional commitment to long-term management and monitoring
efforts.

Revenue Generation: Innovative financing mechanisms, such as carbon offset programs, eco-certification
schemes, and conservation-based tourism initiatives, can generate additional revenue streams to fund
conservation activities and support community livelihoods.

Overall, the availability of diverse financial resources, combined with strong partnerships and community engagement,
enhances the capacity to implement effective conservation measures and ensure the long-term sustainability of marine
turtle conservation efforts at the Cox's Bazar coast.

23. Additional resource needs at the site
Where specific needs are identified (e.g. skilled personnel, specialized training, facilities, field equipment etc.) indicate how
marine turtle conservation activities are presently impaired on account of their unavailability (e.g. inability to carry out
regular surveys, to conduct certain types of research, to monitor certain parts of the range etc.) This information may be
useful for compiling a general picture of deficiencies and resource needs that could be presented to potential programme

sponsors.




At the Cox's Bazar coast, several additional resource needs have been identified to enhance marine turtle
conservation activities and address existing challenges:

1. Skilled Personnel:

e Trained biologists, conservationists, and field technicians are needed to conduct regular surveys,
monitor nesting beaches, and implement conservation initiatives effectively.

e Specialized expertise in data analysis, population modeling, and habitat restoration techniques is
required to inform evidence-based decision-making and adaptive management strategies.

2. Specialized Training:

e Training programs on sea turtle biology, conservation techniques, and monitoring protocols are
essential to build capacity among local stakeholders, government agencies, and conservation
organizations.

e Training in enforcement and surveillance techniques is needed to combat illegal activities such as egg
poaching, wildlife trafficking, and illegal fishing practices threatening marine turtles.

3. Facilities and Equipment:

e Adequate facilities, such as research stations, field laboratories, and visitor centers, are needed to
support research activities, education programs, and public outreach initiatives.

e Field equipment, including GPS units, binoculars, telemetry devices, and beach monitoring tools, is
essential for conducting field surveys, tracking turtles, and collecting data on nesting activities.

4. Outreach and Communication Tools:

e Communication materials, such as educational posters, brochures, and signage, are required to raise
awareness about marine turtle conservation and promote responsible behavior among local
communities, tourists, and stakeholders.

e Digital communication tools, including websites, social media platforms, and mobile apps, can
enhance outreach efforts and engage broader audiences in conservation activities.

5. Infrastructure Development:

e Infrastructure improvements, such as road access, transportation facilities, and waste management
systems, are needed to facilitate fieldwork, visitor access, and tourism development while minimizing
environmental impacts on marine turtle habitats.

e  Construction of nesting beach protection structures, such as hatcheries, shade shelters, and predator
exclusion devices, can mitigate threats to nesting females and eggs from natural predators and
human disturbances.

Presently, the unavailability of these resources impairs marine turtle conservation activities at the Cox's Bazar coast,
limiting the scope and effectiveness of monitoring, research, and management efforts. Addressing these resource
needs is critical to overcoming existing deficiencies and enhancing the capacity to protect and conserve marine turtles
and their habitats in the region. Identifying these needs provides valuable information for potential program sponsors
and donors interested in supporting marine turtle conservation initiatives at the Cox's Bazar coast.
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25. Site map
The most detailed and up-to-date map of the site available should be appended to the Site Information Sheet in digital
and/or hardcopy format. The ideal site map will clearly show the area boundaries of the site, scale, latitude, longitude and
compass bearing, administrative boundaries (e.g., province, district, etc.), and display basic topographical information, the
distribution of the main site habitat types and notable hydrological features. It will also show major landmarks (towns, roads,
etc.). Indications of land use activities are especially useful.

If applicable (and available), provide a zoning scheme to indicate areas where certain activities that might be incompatible
with turtle conservation are permitted, buffer zones, and areas where such activities are not permitted (i.e. sanctuary
areas).

The optimum scale for a map depends on the actual area of the site depicted. Generally the map should have a 1:25,000 or
1:50,000 scale for areas up to 10,000 ha; 1:100,000 scale for larger areas up to 100,000 ha; 1:250,000 for areas exceeding
100,000 ha. In simplest terms, the site should be depicted in some detail. For moderate to larger sites, it is often difficult to
show detail on an A4 sheet at the desired scale, so generally a sheet larger than this is more appropriate. While an original
map is not absolutely necessary, a very clear image is desirable. A map exhibiting the above attributes will be more suitable
for scanning.
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