
SITE INFORMATION SHEET TEMPLATE (Version: 19 July 2013) 

in support of a formal proposal to nominate a site for inclusion 
in the IOSEA Marine Turtle Site Network 

The completed Information Sheet is intended to be submitted to the IOSEA Secretariat, through the national IOSEA 
Focal Point.  As the contents will serve as the primary basis for evaluation of site nominations, responses should 
be as comprehensive as possible.   

1. Date of submission (DD/MM/YYYY):
The date on which the Site Information Sheet was completed.

2. Name and address of compiler(s), if not the IOSEA Focal Point
Name and contact information (including affiliation) for the individual(s) who prepared this information sheet, for formal
submission through the national IOSEA Focal Point.

Name:  Mohammed Abdullah Saad Hasan 

Functional Title:  Marine environment consultant 

Organization:  Environment protection Authority (EPA Yemen) Aden branch  

Address:  Burhan building. Khore Maksar District. Aden governorate 

Email:  mes_msaad@yahoo.com Tel. / Fax: 00 967 240607 

3. Country: The name of the country in which the site is located.

 Yemen. 

4. Name of site:  The name of the site (alternative names should be given in brackets).

 Protected area of Khore Omiera (feeding ground of the green turtles) 

 30 / 04/   2024 

 ملحق إحداثيات موقع المحمية

Y X ID NAME Y X ID  NAME 

12.597174 44.1377 66 
buffer 
zone 

12.623775 44.2572 1 core zone 

12.597758 44.1163 67 
buffer 
zone 

12.616232 44.2523 2 core zone 

12.590754 44.0985 68 
buffer 
zone 

12.620784 44.2359 3 core zone 

12.583167 44.0783 69 
buffer 
zone 

12.619671 44.2206 4 core zone 

12.579665 44.0688 70 
buffer 
zone 

12.611539 44.2084 5 core zone 

12.574996 44.0343 71 
buffer 
zone 

12.605477 44.1886 6 core zone 

12.569743 44.0088 72 
buffer 
zone 

12.605728 44.1614 7 core zone 

12.562624 43.9917 73 buffer 12.611826 44.151 8 core zone 

, 
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zone 

12.558974 43.9714 74 
buffer 
zone 

 12.612877 44.1375 9 core zone 

12.560728 43.957 75 
buffer 
zone 

 12.617764 44.1276 10 core zone 

12.577366 43.9475 76 
buffer 
zone 

 12.633637 44.1235 11 core zone 

12.593169 43.95 77 
buffer 
zone 

 12.629103 44.1137 12 core zone 

12.592982 43.963 78 
buffer 
zone 

 12.615597 44.1132 13 core zone 

12.650544 44.3247 79 
utility 
zone 

 12.615065 44.1094 14 core zone 

12.668048 44.3574 80 
utility 
zone 

 12.597791 44.0776 15 core zone 

12.677933 44.388 81 
utility 
zone 

 12.596857 44.0628 16 core zone 

12.682051 44.4091 82 
utility 
zone 

 12.588206 44.0292 17 core zone 

12.667465 44.4168 83 
utility 
zone 

 12.603415 44.0286 18 core zone 

12.653312 44.4087 84 
utility 
zone 

 12.605895 44.0366 19 core zone 

12.633823 44.4063 85 
utility 
zone 

 12.602248 44.0464 20 core zone 

12.617871 44.3995 86 
utility 
zone 

 12.610564 44.0636 21 core zone 

12.604878 44.394 87 
utility 
zone 

 12.617567 44.0756 22 core zone 

12.588927 44.3748 88 
utility 
zone 

 12.616546 44.0794 23 core zone 

12.584334 44.3692 89 
utility 
zone 

 12.620047 44.0856 24 core zone 

12.574062 44.3597 90 
utility 
zone 

 12.62136 44.0927 25 core zone 

12.563789 44.3265 91 
utility 
zone 

 12.630075 44.1076 26 core zone 

12.559692 44.2984 92 
utility 
zone 

 12.624786 44.2529 27 core zone 

12.555634 44.2681 93 
utility 
zone 

 12.630621 44.2388 28 core zone 

12.553516 44.2523 94 
utility 
zone 

 12.633024 44.234 29 core zone 

12.552582 44.2304 95 
utility 
zone 

 12.632145 44.2212 30 core zone 

12.552582 44.2148 96 
utility 
zone 

 12.624847 44.203 31 core zone 

12.551012 44.1837 97 
utility 
zone 

 12.616405 44.1905 32 core zone 

12.548384 44.1597 98 
utility 
zone 

 12.617572 44.1802 33 core zone 

12.546978 44.1354 99 
utility 
zone 

 12.623501 44.1898 34 core zone 

12.538636 44.1092 100 
utility 
zone 

 12.638507 44.1899 35 core zone 

12.532034 44.0831 101 
utility 
zone 

 12.645229 44.1836 36 core zone 

12.532456 44.0638 102 
utility 
zone 

 12.646279 44.1777 37 core zone 

12.532591 44.0307 103 
utility 
zone 

 12.64866 44.1745 38 core zone 

12.532403 44.0004 104 
utility 
zone 

 12.65013 44.1662 39 core zone 

12.532749 43.9852 105 
utility 
zone 

 12.654401 44.1557 40 core zone 

12.532968 43.9756 106 
utility 
zone 

 12.654331 44.1499 41 core zone 

12.5311 43.9519 107 
utility 
zone 

 12.652056 44.1477 42 core zone 

12.5311 43.93 108 
utility 
zone 

 12.647913 44.1372 43 core zone 



5. Geographical 
coordinates  
The geographical 
coordinates 
(latitude and 
longitude) of the 
approximate 
centre of the site, 
expressed in 
‘decimal degrees’. 
For example, the 
location of the 
IOSEA Secretariat 
in Bangkok is 
13.763483°, 
100.508157°. If 
the site consists of 
two or more 
discrete units, the 
coordinates of the 
centres of each of 
these units should 
be given.  (Add 
any additional 
coordinates in a 
separate annex.) 
 
 

Decimal 
Degrees    
 

       

6. General 
location 
Describe the 
general location of 
the site. This 
should include the 
site's distance (in 
a straight line) and 
compass bearing 
from the nearest 
significant 
administrative 
centre, town or 
city. The human 
population of the listed centre and its administrative region should also be stated. (See also the information requested 
under point 24: Site Map) 
 

 

area Ranges first second km2 

Total area 

Central 

Area  42.75 29.98 

72,73 

Contiguous 

insulation 118.95 0 

118,95 

General 

use area  329.62 3.15 

12.538572 43.9148 109 
utility 
zone 

 12.645045 44.1286 44 core zone 

12.561921 43.9129 110 
utility 
zone 

 12.639753 44.1294 45 core zone 

12.582467 43.91 111 
utility 
zone 

 12.635205 44.1254 46 core zone 

12.602051 43.9113 112 
utility 
zone 

 12.630427 44.2739 47 buffer zone 

12.608763 43.9148 113 
utility 
zone 

 12.629027 44.29 48 buffer zone 

12.596904 43.9287 114 
utility 
zone 

 12.640931 44.3064 49 buffer zone 

12.596343 43.9394 115 
utility 
zone 

 12.645132 44.3178 50 buffer zone 

12.630075 44.1076 116 
utility 
zone 

 12.632463 44.3201 51 buffer zone 

12.628629 44.1101 117 
utility 
zone 

 12.613515 44.3166 52 buffer zone 

12.627942 44.1113 118 
utility 
zone 

 12.60731 44.307 53 buffer zone 

12.629103 44.1137 119 
utility 
zone 

 12.604161 44.2803 54 buffer zone 

12.63321 44.1114 120 
utility 
zone 

 12.603594 44.2708 55 buffer zone 

12.636011 44.1153 121 
utility 
zone 

 12.599509 44.2562 56 buffer zone 

12.636797 44.1184 122 
utility 
zone 

 12.599509 44.2286 57 buffer zone 

12.639073 44.1222 123 
utility 
zone 

 12.596007 44.2129 58 buffer zone 

12.643741 44.1256 124 
utility 
zone 

 12.596007 44.2129 59 buffer zone 

12.645045 44.1286 125 
utility 
zone 

 12.59484 44.2031 60 buffer zone 

12.6426 44.1301 126 
utility 
zone 

 12.590754 44.1912 61 buffer zone 

12.639753 44.1294 127 
utility 
zone 

 12.590754 44.183 62 buffer zone 

12.636251 44.1266 128 
utility 
zone 

 12.592276 44.1718 63 buffer zone 

12.633637 44.1235 129 
utility 
zone 

 12.594514 44.1563 64 buffer zone 

12.631583 44.1203 130 
utility 
zone 

 12.59484 44.149 65 buffer zone 

 

 



332.77 
 

Total Area 
 



In the remainder of this document, the codes that appear in square brackets alongside each of the titles below refer 
to sections of a separate document describing the evaluation criteria, which will be informed by the proponents’ 

submission.  Proponents are encouraged to consult the Evaluation Criteria document 1 for more explanation 

of the rationale behind each criterion and of the detailed information to be used for evaluation purposes. 

7. Area [N3] 
The approximate surface area of the site to be included in the network (in hectares or square kilometers).  If the site is an 
island, indicate also the total surface area of the coastline directly relevant to turtle conservation.  Area should correspond 
to the map provided under point 24.) 
 

     72.73km2 (core zone) 

8. Physical features of the site [EB1- 4, S5, S6, N1] 
Describe the principal physical characteristics of the site, including the marine turtle habitat types occurring at the site.  List 
the ecosystem types included in the site (nesting beach, foraging habitat, reproductive habitat, migratory habitat) and the 
approximate area in hectares (or km2) of each habitat type included. Indicate whether the site’s physical attributes are 
shared by other sites in the country, or are exceptional/unique. 
 
  Khor Amira Reserve is an ecosystem with multiple marine resources and the vocabulary of this system of marine and 

coastal resources, seagrasses and birds depends largely on the extent of diversity within this system, because the 

diversity and qualitative richness of the site is one of the important points that have been taken into account. 

    

9. Ecological resources [EB1- 4, S5, S6, N1] 
Describe the ecological resources at the site, including marine turtles and other noteworthy biodiversity.  Describe the 
marine turtle species / management units occurring at the site, if they are known.  Where possible, provide an abundance 
estimate for each marine turtle species/management unit (e.g. in terms of average number of turtles nesting annually or 
foraging).  Evaluation Criteria EB1a and EB1b offer guidance on how to describe the relative importance of a site 
frequented by one or more marine turtle species.  Indicate whether the site’s ecological resources are shared by other sites 
in the country or are exceptional/unique. 

 
      

Uniqueness and difference in the shape of the land: The reserve varies between areas, marine bodies and marine 

environment, including biological habitats, as well as rock outcrops, islands and coastal strip, which gives and 

distinguishes the reserve with diversity. 
Area: The buffer area is isolated not far from the coast, giving it natural protection, which can be easily protected and 

easily and misled under the eyes of local fishermen and have a good environmental sense and help to resist the 

aggressors of turtles during. 

Scarcity: Scarcity is at three levels: local, regional and global. 

At the local level, many studies, evaluations, control and available information have proven that the turtles to be 

protected are decreasing as a result of the large catching of these rare organisms, which are rare at the regional 

and international levels. 

At the regional or international level, there is a classification of this scarcity and its degrees, and there are many 

international organizations that may refer to this scarcity in their reports. 

Importance for research and education: The existence of a marine turtle reserve will be useful for the educational 

purposes of protected areas, and the presence of scientific research areas can be within any environmentally 

sensitive site, especially protected areas such as the Khor Amira Reserve. Therefore, the Khor Amira Reserve 

was included as an area designated for this purpose as a result of the possibility of scientific and educational 

uses of the area, which is one of the determinants that were taken into account when choosing the reserve. 

 
1 Criteria for the Evaluation of Nominations to the Network of Sites of Importance for Marine Turtles in the Indian Ocean – South-East Asia 
Region, IOSEA Marine Turtle MoU Secretariat.  http://ioseaturtles.org/sitenetwork-evaluation.php 

http://ioseaturtles.org/sitenetwork-evaluation.php


 

10. Cultural importance [S1]  
Describe the cultural / religious / spiritual importance of the site (e.g. in terms of historical associations, spiritual traditions, 
religious significance etc.), as well as non-consumptive traditional beliefs/practices, in relation to marine turtles.  If possible, 
provide references to published/unpublished historical or other accounts, which may give an indication of relative 
importance in a national context. 
 

   Khore Omiera itself is very important as fishing ground for the artisan fisheries. 

11. Jurisdiction [G1] 
The name of the government authority with: (a) territorial jurisdiction over the site, e.g. state/province, region or municipality 
etc.; and the name/description of the authority with (b) functional jurisdiction for conservation purposes, e.g., Department of 
Environment, Department of Fisheries, traditional owners, etc. 
 

    Environment Protection Authority (EPA) is the government authority responsibe for protected 
areas by law. EPA has its authorisation under the ministry of Water & Environment (MWE)  

 

 

 

 

12. Management authority [G1] 
Name, address and contact details of the body responsible for the direct local conservation and management of the site. 
 

 Environment Protection Authority of Yemen( EPA)     

 

 

 

 

13. Current protected status and governance framework [G1, S4] 
Describe any applicable legislation / regulations (or traditional laws / norms) relevant to the protection / conservation of 
marine turtles and their habitats at this site, and comment on their effectiveness.  Include details of how any incompatible 
human activities and/or uses of land and sea at the site are prohibited or mitigated.   
 
Mention any nationally relevant protected area status, international conservation designations and, in the case of 
transboundary sites, bilateral or multilateral conservation measures which pertain to all or part of the site.  If a protected 
area or reserve has been established (at a national/regional level), give the date of its establishment and size. If only a part 
of the site is included within a protected area, the area of marine turtle habitat that is protected should be noted.   
 
International designations may include sites listed under the UNESCO/World Heritage Convention, Man and Biosphere 
Reserve Network, Ramsar Convention, other site conservation networks, etc. Where appropriate, list the IUCN (1994) 
protected areas management category(ies) that apply to the site. 
 



The current status of protected and governance is relatively low. The main reason is the distance 
between the site and local authority in Lahj governorate is too long. the current administrative plan 
of the protected area is not undertaken yet, due to absence of financial support. 

14. Land/sea tenure/ownership [G1] 
Provide details of ownership of the site and ownership of immediate surrounding areas (e.g., state, provincial, private, etc.) 
which may have a bearing on the conservation of the site. Describe any local or customary law relevant to the land / sea 
tenure, and explain any terms that have a special meaning in the country or region concerned. 
 

     The ownership of site is belonged to the government and EPA has an authority to mange the 
site, as a protected area. 

15. Socio-economic values and land/ocean uses and activities within the vicinity of the site  
[EB4, G5, S2, S5, S6]                                 
Describe, in general terms, the principal social and economic values of the site, including human activities and land uses 
(past, current and planned) within the vicinity of the site (e.g., agriculture, fishing, resource extraction, grazing, water supply, 
urban/industrial development, tourism, outdoor recreation, education and scientific research),  irrespective of whether or not 
they are considered to directly impact the conservation of marine turtles. Some indication of the relative importance of each 
form of land use should be given, whenever possible. 

 

     As it is mentioned, the site enjoys very important value as fishing ground. Also, collecting of sea 
cucumber is very high, causing real threats to sea cucumber stock and to the biodiversity, in 
general.  



16. Factors adversely affecting the site’s overall ecological character, as well as threats to marine 
turtles and their habitat at the site [EB4, S2] 
Describe the human and natural factors negatively affecting the ecological character of the site, both within and in the 
vicinity of the site. These may include existing, new or changing activities/uses, major development projects etc., which 
have had, are having, or may have a detrimental effect on the natural ecological character of the site. For all adverse and 
change factors reported, supply measurable/quantifiable information (if such data exist), as well as information on the scale, 
extent and trend of the change factor and its impact.  For example, describe in terms of the percentage of coastline (or 
other area) modified/affected by a particular threat; for egg collection, describe in terms of number of nests, per species, per 
year.  Mention also data-deficient threats, where a threat is known to be present but is not quantified.  Collectively, this 
information should provide a basis for monitoring of ecological character of the site.   
 

      
Irregular, upregulating and rereporting fishing (IUU) is considered as mostly negative impact 

on occurrence of green turtles and, living marine resources and on the biodiversity, in general.  

17. Conservation and management interventions taken [G2, G3] 
Describe conservation and management interventions already taken at the site to address threats.  Note that some of this 
information may have been recorded in abbreviated form in the IOSEA Site Data Sheets, available online 
(www.ioseaturtles.org/reporting).  Any application of coastal and marine spatial planning, or integrated coastal/marine zone 
management planning, involving or affecting the site should be noted. 
 
Describe the management planning process for the site, including the state of implementation of any management plan that 
has been developed and approved for the site.  Describe any other conservation measures taken at the site, such as 
restrictions on development, management practices beneficial to wildlife, closures of hunting, etc. (Note that information on 
any monitoring schemes and survey methods should be given under point 19, below.)  
   
Where applicable, describe the involvement of local communities and indigenous people in the participatory management 
of the site, including co-management activities, surveillance and enforcement, and performance evaluation. 
 

 Actually, there is no conservation and management are found to be conducted, due to financial 
issue and lack of local authority availability in the Ras Al Ara & Al Madharba district, where Khore 
Omiera belonged. Moreover, EPA branch in Lahj governorate has not sufficient facilities to conduct 
conservation and management at the site.     



18. Conservation interventions proposed, but not yet implemented [G2, G3]   
Provide details of any concrete conservation measures that have been proposed, or are in preparation, for the site, 
including any proposals for legislation, protection and management. Summarize the history of any longstanding proposals 
that have not yet been implemented, and differentiate between those proposals that have already been officially submitted 
to the appropriate government authorities and those which have not as yet received formal endorsement, e.g., 
recommendations in published reports and resolutions from specialist meetings. Also mention any management plan that is 
in preparation but has not yet been completed, approved or implemented. 
 

In spite of announcing Khore Omiera as protected area, killing and capture of green turtles in the 
feeding ground at Khore Omiera lagoon continues. There is no any enforcement for the decree and 
public awareness is relatively low. Therefore, it is strongly recommended to enforce the decree of 
protected area by the local authority and raise up public awareness of locals and strength NGOs 
there.   

19. Current / proposed scientific research and monitoring [G4]   
Describe any current and/or proposed scientific research on marine turtles and their habitats, as well as information on any 
special facilities for research.  In particular, describe past and current marine turtle monitoring activities at the site (e.g., 
tagging, satellite tracking, genetic sampling, nesting and foraging ground surveys, ongoing beach monitoring, etc.).  
Describe the survey methodology in sufficient detail to allow for an assessment of its efficacy.  Indicate the number of years 
of continuous monitoring, and whether data have been used to estimate trends in the size of the management unit. Cite 
relevant published papers in support of the submission. 
 

     It is planning to carry out research monitoring on fauna and flora of the site, but currently, there is 
no financial support for these activities  

20. Current / proposed communication, education, and public awareness activities [S3] 
Give details of any existing and/or planned site-based programmes, activities and facilities for communication, education 
and public awareness, including training.  Comment on potential opportunities for future educational and outreach activities 
at the site. 
 

In the administration plan of Khore Omiera protected area is many activities, supposed to carry out. 
This is to include public awareness, monitoring program, under water survey in the feeding ground 
of green turtles and updating fauna and flora. The site (Khore Omiera lagoon ) is famous by the 
occurrence and richness  of sea turtle grass. 



21. Financial resources available for management of the site and other activities [G5]   
Identify human and financial resources (including in-kind contributions) available to support immediate and near-term 
activities, as well as resources available to sustain site-based activities in the longer-term (e.g. in relation to monitoring, 
management interventions, surveillance and enforcement, and performance evaluation). 
 

     Financial resources are very limited. The only source is government budget of EPA.  

22. Additional resource needs at the site [G5] 
Where specific needs are identified (e.g. skilled personnel, specialised training, facilities, field equipment etc.) indicate how 
marine turtle conservation activities are presently impaired on account of their unavailability (e.g. inability to carry out 
regular surveys, to conduct certain types of research, to monitor certain parts of the range etc.)   This information may be 
useful for compiling a general picture of deficiencies and resource needs that could be presented to potential programme 
sponsors. 
 

A training of field survey and carry out tagging program for the green sea turtles, underwater survey 
and monitoring feeding ground ( sea grass bed) are required, in addition to field equipment, such as 
tagger, platinum tags, digital underwater camera, SCUBA diving equipment and establishing 
website for the site   

23. References [e.g. S1, G2, G4] 
List key references relevant to marine turtle records and to the site, including management plans, major scientific reports, 
and bibliographies.  When a large body of published material on the site is available, only the most important references 
need be cited, with priority being given to recent literature containing extensive bibliographies. Reprints or copies of the 
most important literature should be appended whenever possible. Provide website addresses of references where 
available. 
 

In Arabic. 

Environment Administration Plan of Khore Omiera.  



24. Site map [N2, N3]  
The most detailed and up-to-date map of the site available should be appended to the Site Information Sheet in digital 
and/or hardcopy format. The ideal site map will clearly show the area boundaries of the site, scale, latitude, longitude and 
compass bearing, administrative boundaries (e.g., province, district, etc.), and display basic topographical information, the 
distribution of the main site habitat types and notable hydrological features. It will also show major landmarks (towns, roads, 
etc.). Indications of land use activities are especially useful. 

If applicable (and available), provide a zoning scheme to indicate areas where certain activities that might be incompatible 
with turtle conservation are permitted, buffer zones, and areas where such activities are not permitted (i.e. sanctuary 
areas). 
 
The optimum scale for a map depends on the actual area of the site depicted. Generally the map should have a 1:25,000 or 
1:50,000 scale for areas up to 10,000 ha; 1:100,000 scale for larger areas up to 100,000 ha; 1:250,000 for areas exceeding 
100,000 ha. In simplest terms, the site should be depicted in some detail. For moderate to larger sites, it is often difficult to 
show detail on an A4 sheet at the desired scale, so generally a sheet larger than this is more appropriate. While an original 
map is not absolutely necessary, a very clear image is desirable. A map exhibiting the above attributes will be more suitable 
for scanning. 

 

 
 

 

 


